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Springfield Township, Bucks County 
2320 Township Road           ▪           Quakertown, PA 18951           ▪           610-346-6700       ▪       www.springfieldbucks.org  

 
Board of Supervisors   

 
MINUTES  

 
Special Meeting - September 3, 2013  

 
Supervisors Present: Barbara Lindtner, Dave Long, Volker Oakey, John Oehler and Rob Zisko  
Also present: Bob Wynn (Township Engineer), Chief McDonald, Rich Pursell (Township Roadmaster), Rich Schilling 
(Township Manager) and Jason Wager (Secretary/Treasurer) 
 
Barbara Lindtner, Chairperson, called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. and opened with the Pledge of Allegiance.  
 
 

Public Comment on Agenda Items 
 
There was no public comment on agenda items. 
 

 
Old Business 

 
(1) Route 412 Bridge closure traffic impact to community – The Board of Supervisors discussed the impact of the Route 
412 bridge closure with PennDOT representatives from District 6, Springtown business owners and several Township 
residents who live on Slifer Valley Road, Peppermint Road, Deer Trail Road, Springtown Hill Road and Route 412.  
PennDOT stated that the project is scheduled to be completed in mid-June 2014 and was awarded to Grace Industries as a 
low-bid contract.  PennDOT agreed to meet with a small working group made up of Township residents, Township officials 
and PennDOT representatives to discuss signage issues and ways to improve safety throughout the detour.  Their first 
meeting is scheduled for 9:00 a.m. on Thursday, September 5.   
 
After the PennDOT officials left, the Board discussed speed reduction ideas on Peppermint Road.  Rich Pursell stated his 
crew could install permanent speed humps for around $1400 plus Township Engineer fees.  Temporary humps would cost 
around $1600 including signage.  Having an outside contractor perform the work could cost up to $8000 per hump.  His 
recommendation was putting in three way stops along the road.  Bob Wynn stated that an ordinance would be needed 
along with an engineering study.  He felt this road would not qualify if a speed study was completed.  The Board felt speed 
limit boxes could be a good deterrent.  Rich Pursell stated his concerns about speed humps with plowing during the winter 
and the possible precedent that could be sent installing speed humps.  He thinks they are generally a nuisance.  Chief 
McDonald stated the speed trailers cost up to $8000 and the speed boxes cost up to $3500.  There were also concerns 
made about the Township emergency services using Peppermint Road for access to Richlandtown Pike if speed humps 
were installed.  Rob Zisko said he was not in favor of speed humps, but he liked the mobility of the speed boxes.  Dave 
Long stressed enforcement over anything that could be done to the roadway to slow speeding down.  John Oehler moved 
to authorize the Township to purchase an electronic speed box for up to $3500.  Dave Long seconded; the motion passed 
unanimously.  John Oehler was in favor of permanent speed humps.  Rob Zisko, Volker Oakey, Barbara Lindtner and Dave 
Long were in favor of trying a temporary speed hump.  Rob also asked John to ask residents of Peppermint Road for their 
approval.  The consensus of the Board was to have residents of Peppermint Road sign a petition and have Rich Schilling 
ask EMS and Springtown Volunteer Fire Company the effects of speed humps on their vehicles before the September 10 
meeting.    

 
(2) Draft Parks & Recreation Plan – Barbara Lindtner and Rich Schilling gave a recap of the changes to the plan after the 
Public Meeting on August 21.  The Planning Commission would begin discussing the mandatory dedication at their 
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September meeting that would be put in the SALDO.  Barbara Lindtner moved to authorize the advertisement for public 
comment of the Parks and Recreation Plan and for the scheduling of the public hearing.  John Oehler seconded; the 
motion passed unanimously.  Dave Long discussed the application process for the Bucks County Municipal Open Space 
Program that would help fund the proposed Peppermint Road Park and that this needed to get started as soon as possible.  
Dave stated that a new easement might need to be done for the Peppermint Road property to comply with the program.     
 
 

New Business 
 

There was no new business. 
 
 

Public Comment 
 
There was no public comment. 
 
 

Supervisor Comments  
 
Rob Zisko asked about the Lighting and Solar ordinances timeframe to discuss.  One Ordinance discussion would be 
started at the September 24 meeting and the other one would be discussed at the October 22 meeting. 
 
 

Adjournment 
 

At 10:13 p.m., Barbara Lindtner moved to adjourn the meeting.  Dave Long seconded; the motion passed unanimously. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
  

 
 
Jason A. Wager 
Township Secretary/Treasurer 
 
Next meeting:  September 10, 2013   
Approved:  September 24, 2013  

 


